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Jack Stephenson 
 

595-2581 x224 
Jack@anona.com 

As the Fall begins, I was led to talk about the Big Fall (the fallen-ness of human nature).  Genesis 3 is the story of our 
fall or separation from God.  In this condition, we are in Wesley’s words, “deprived”.  Others had used the word depravi-
ty, meaning humans by nature are corrupted.  Wesley, along with Arminius, said that separation from God deprives us 
of our original and powerful nature. Depraved and deprived seem similar, but they led to two entirely different ap-
proaches to Christ.  I have long ago taken the road of Wesley and the definition of deprived because I believe we have 
good in us and can be restored.   

This is the good news.  We can restore what we have lost.  Restoration of that relationship through Jesus Christ was 
the purpose of the birth and life of Jesus.  Restarting that movement of grace and salvation was John Wesley’s whole 
goal in the Methodist Movement.  There is good in us, God given, called prevenient grace, or grace before we ask.  But 
when we ask, what a change that can bring in our lives.   

In order to ask for help, we have to understand we need it.  This may be the hardest part.  So we start with our nature 
so that we can ask for the help we need to be our best selves. 

What is our nature?  Wesley followed Arminius in saying that we are all able to ask for and receive grace.  Yes, we are 
fallen (separated from God), which separates us from our power, healing, recovery, and salvation.  Through Jesus we 
can reconnect which is the purpose of religion.  (That word comes from the compound re-ligion, to re connect) so that 
the soul power that “restores unto us the joy of our salvation”. 

Once restored, what keeps us restored (keeps us from falling)?  Resilience (continuance in religious terms) is from God 
and leads us toward an upward journey (sanctification) in not only faith but our whole life.  It is that changed life and the 
journey toward that to which we will avail ourselves this month. 

Then there is Recovery.  Sanctification.  Assurance.  Being confident and continuing in our best self.  Having a very 
present help in times of trouble.  Could be a life changing month. 

 
 

 

 

October 6   The Fall Genesis 3 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson 
We are separated from God and deprived of our essential human condition.  Yet in the sending of God’s Son Jesus 
there is the path and power of restoration and recovery.  My hope on this Sunday is that we each can admit our need 
for Christ and invite Him into our lives.  

October 13 Resilience Isaiah 41:10 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson  
What keeps us from falling?  Where is the strength beyond ourselves for continuance, (keeping that which I’ve commit-
ted).  My prayer for you for this Sunday is that we can commit to the continued need for Jesus as we not just stand up 
but stay up.  

October 20 Responsibility Colossians 3:12-15 
Sermon by:  Rev. Richard Landon 
Standing up means standing up for more than ourselves. We aren’t just saved from something, we are saved for some-
thing. Grace isn't just a gift, it is a responsibility.  

October 27 Recovery Psalms 30:1-3 
Sermon by:  Dr. John M. Stephenson  
There’s an old Hymn called either Higher Ground or I’m pressing on the upward way.  It has a refrain “Lord plant my 
feet on Higher Ground” that speaks to my soul.  Along the way of Salvation toward a Perfection that seems so far off, 
there is Assurance.  A planted feet on a higher place.  I pray that for you.  
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We are all familiar with the TV commercial that begins “Help, I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”  It’s become such a classic 

saying, recognized immediately and produces a smile or laughter as soon as we hear it.  Of course, as we grow older, it 

becomes a reality that is no longer a funny matter.  People have falls every day that can range from embarrassing to 

uncomfortable to dangerous.  

 

Our spiritual journeys can also encounter falls along the way. We may slip and fall a bit, which can be embarrassing 

when it’s witnessed by our family and church friends.  Some falls can lead us to uncomfortable or dark places. The Bible 

is full of stories of faithful people who have fallen.  David was a man after God’s own heart, but he too fell to temptation, 

tried to cover up his sin but was repentant when God sent Nathan to confront him. 

 

God has a plan for our lives and sent Jesus to be our advocate.  As John 3:17 so beautifully says, “God didn’t send his 

Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”  We’ve all fallen.  Too often, fallen 

people have experienced judgement from “religious people” and have turned away from the church. Perhaps you are 

feeling separation from a falling away from God.  Invite your friends and neighbors to explore what the Bible and our 

faith say about falling short, redemption and resiliency as we seek God’s love this month as we worship, grow and serve 

at Anona. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Gary   
 

Pancake Breakfast—Oct 5th, 8am to 10am, $4  
 

 

Jeremy Herrington 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts 
595-2581 x236  

jeremy@anona.com 

$4 Breakfast benefits St. Mark’s Missions 
 

Join us from 8-10:00am on the 1st Saturday of each  
month for our $4 Breakfast to benefit various missions. 
Includes: eggs, pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. 
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Gary Thomas 
 
 

St. Mark’s Pastor 
St. Mark’s: 345-8863 

Anona: 595-2581 x225 
gary@anona.com 

People love to share. It just amazes me every time I go online and scroll through my Facebook feed to see how excited 
people are with sharing so much of their lives: kids and grandkids pictures; poems and sayings; topical (and sometimes 
rather cutting) memes and political views; easy-to-make recipes; reviews of something they just bought at amazon; and 
LOADS of pet pictures and stories. And, yet, when it comes to the excitement of our personal faith journey, we often 
overlook sharing the stories and experiences that help shape our Christian faith.  

My prayer for this month is that we might experience a renewal of that excitement that shapes our faith journey. Inspira-
tional songs that touch our heart; deep messages that speak to where we are in life; the people whom we’re privileged 
to share this journey with; times where the work of our hands, our time, and our giving are making a difference in the 
lives of others in the world around us.  

Let’s get excited about how God is making a difference in our lives, and the lives of the people we serve (and, yes, even 
the occasional grandkid or pet picture is ok too). 

 

See you in church! 

 

Rev. Jeremy  

Community Nights 
 

Oct. 4th - 6-8pm  
Indian Shores Coffee Company 
19221 Gulf Blvd. Indian Shores, FL 
We’ll buy everyone’s first drink.  
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Facebook.com/AnonaFX @anonafx 7 Jamie@anona.com 

Scary to Be Hungry  
Non-Perishable Food Drive 

At Trunk or Treat  



Marion Denton - Director of Anona Child Development Center 
 

Phone:  727.593.5437   ∙    Website:  anona.com/acdc 

An Attitude of Happiness 

As the children are settling into their new school routines we continue to build the School Family, a 
place where each child belongs and has an important role in the outcome of daily events.  The 
School Family, through building authentic connections and relationships establishes the sense of 
safety, trust, and interdependence where each child can explore, learn how to handle upsets, and 
develop their attitude of helpfulness.  It is through connections and relationships that young children 
learn the Conscious Discipline® Power of Unity, we are all in this together, and that helping others 
helps us all, leading to intrinsic motivation and self-regulation.  Of course, it begins with us, the 
adult.  We maintain, or regain, our composure in times of conflict or upset and model our own atti-
tude of helpfulness!  

Saturday, October 5
th

, is our annual Playground Beautification Day!  We invite everyone 
to come and join us as we work to keep our playgrounds in tip top shape.  Bring your rakes, 
shovels and gloves and help get rid of the leaves and fill the sandboxes with brand new sand.  
We’ll be painting sidewalks and scrubbing toys too.  We would love to have you join us. We 
begin at 8:00 and wrap things up at noon.  For safety, adults and supervised Senior High stu-
dents are welcome to work on the playground.  For the younger ones, we will have childcare 
available upon request; just give us a call to reserve a spot, 593-5437.  We look forward to a 
morning of fun and fellowship. 

ACDC’s COMMUNITY CONNECTION is designed to develop that Attitude of Helpfulness through hands-on activities on 
a level children understand.  This month, we partner with you as we support our Scary to be Hungry food drive by en-
couraging families to shop together for healthy food items children would enjoy eating.  The children can truly under-
stand “that is helpful” when they give a can of SpaghettiOs for another child to enjoy! 
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Discover: Bravery can be anything from walking through the doors of a dentist office to defending the helpless 
from attack. What is it that makes people step up to the plate of bravery? For Daniel, Gideon, Miriam, and Hezekiah, 
bravery came from knowing that God was with them. The same can be true for us. God can help us be brave. “Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid . . . for the LORD your God goes with you.” Deuteronomy 31:6, NIV  
 
Explore: Each month our younger students explore Courage—doing what you should do even when you’re afraid. 
 
Nursery, for 6 weeks – turning 2 year old children available for both the 9:30 am, and 11:10 am services: 
 Children play & interact with children their own age feeling safe and loved and that they were created by God’s love. 
 
Small Group Discover, for 2 year olds to Pre-K children: available at the 9:30 am and 11:10 am services: 
 A creative, imaginative approach to spiritual guidance for children that lets them explore their faith through play, sto-

ries, and parables from the bible.  
 
Small Group Explore, for K – 5th grade students: available at the 11:10 am service: 
 Age appropriate exploration of bible stories presented in FX Service through story, craft & song. This programming 

will stand alone or enhance the learning of younger students attending the 9:30 am FX Service.  
 
Find us online: www.anona.com/kidsprograms  
 
THE NURSERY IS IN SEARCH OF ADULTS WITH A HEART FOR KIDS.  If you are able to commit one Sunday a 
month to serving with our children as we help them take their first steps on their faith walks, please contact Erin Wieder 
at nursery@anona.com. 

The first stage of FX is Discover: 
where children under 5 learn to  
discover God for themselves. 

The next stage of FX is Explore: 
where children Pre-K to 5th grade  
explore their relationship with God.  
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Have questions, suggestions, or  
interested in leading a small group?   

Contact Gary Thomas: 
gary@anona.com or 595-2581 x225 

Fall has arrived.  Why not slow down for even just ½ hour, join us at 10:45 Sunday 
mornings in the historic Anona Chapel for quiet worship, acoustic music, and prayer?  
We are always eager to welcome newcomers. Join us after worship for coffee and con-
versation as we prepare to head back in to “busy-ness” renewed and refreshed. Ques-

tions? Contact Bert & Judy Crossman at bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com  
 
Outreach to Lealman’s Adopt-A-Block Join us on Saturday 19 October, as we travel to Lealman to help with the 
Florida Dream Center’s Adopt-A-Block Program. The new location for meeting is the Transfiguration Church at 4000 
43rd St. N. There are many avenues to serve God’s people in this community whether at the sandwich table, the gently-
used clothing table, community clean-up, or knocking on doors to check on people to determine if they are in need.  Call 
Karen Apodaca for further information at 727-656-3507.   
 
Indian Oaks Assisted Living  Simply Worship continues to lead worship the first Sunday of each month at Indi-
an Oaks Assisted Living. Please be in prayer for the team.  If you are interested in leading a small acoustic worship ser-
vice, please contact Bert or Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872.   
 
Like us on FACEBOOK at Anona Simply Worship. 

Moses - In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet 
 
Moses’ life was one challenge after the next, but although he resisted God’s calling, by the 
end of his life he successfully fulfilled the role he was given. Join award-winning author Adam 
Hamilton as he travels from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the Red Sea, and the wilderness 
exploring the sites of Moses’ life. As Hamilton shares historical information, archaeological 
data, and biblical text, you’ll gain a better understanding of Moses’ significance in your life 
today, and you’ll discover how you, too, can turn your own reluctance into boldness.  
 
Dates:  Thursdays, October 3 – November 21  
(No class on Halloween) 
 
Time:  6:30 – 8pm, Room 110 
Facilitators: Karen Creamer and Kathy Freeburg 
 
Class Materials $13, scholarships available 
 

 
 

 

Advent starts December 1, 2019.   
Plan now to participate in Anona’s Advent Study and Sermon series: 

   

Faithful – Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph 
 
This advent we will explore the life of Joseph, from his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his 
all-important role as the earthly father of Jesus Christ, Joseph’s place in the Nativity story is 
sometimes overlooked.  But Joseph’s life contains valuable lessons for all of us.  His coura-
geous actions were crucial to the birth of Christ and God’s salvation plan for humanity.  Join us 
for this four-week study that will coincide with the preaching theme for Advent. Joseph pro-
vides a great example of humbly obeying God even when we don’t understand and faithfully 
moving forward in the strength that God provides. Class dates and times will be available in 
the November magazine. 

mailto:bert.crossman@tampabay.rr.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed

Sundays Nursery Available 9:15 -12:15  

8:15 AM  Traditional Worship  

9:30 AM  Contemporary,  

                FX Family Experience 

                Adult Sunday School, 

                FX Discover (3 & 4 Year Olds) 

11:10 AM Traditional Worship 

  4:00 PM Youth Band 

  6:00 PM Youth Group  

 1 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                 Gospel Chordsmen 

2 
10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

6       RCS Food Pantry 
10:30 AM LTUMB 

  5:30 PM Youth Group      

7 
10:00 AM UMW Board 

  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                 Men’s Bible Study 

8 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise       

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun,  

                 Priscilla Circle 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                  

9 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting,

                Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

13    Change 4 Change 

              Blood Mobile 
10:30 AM LTUMB 

  5:30 PM Youth Group      

14 
7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

              Men’s Bible Study 

15 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                  

16 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

20     Scary to Be Hungry  

Food Collection 

LTUMB Recognition 
  5:30 PM Youth Group      

21 
  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                 Men’s Bible Study,  

                 Worship Committee 

22 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise, Finance            

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

   6:30 PM Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

   7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Trustees 

                 Orchestra 

23 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir

27 
  5:30 PM Youth Group   

  6:30 PM Book Club    

    

28 
  7:00 PM King’s Ringers, 

                Men’s Bible Study 

29 
  6:45 AM Men’s Group 

10:30 AM Grandparents Group 

11:00 AM Choraliers 

  5:30 PM Hands of Praise 

  6:00 PM Sign Language, Sew Much Fun 

  6:30 PM  Gospel Chordsmen, Disciple FT 

  7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study, Orchestra 

                  

30 
  9:30 AM T’ai Chi QI Gong

10:00 AM Sew ‘n Sews

10:30 AM Pastors Study

  6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs

  7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir



Wed Thu Fri Sat 

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

3 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Moses 

  7:00 PM Hope Support, Outbound Team, 

                 Praise Choir 

4 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course 

6:00 PM Community Nights 

8:00 PM Al Anon 

5 
8:00 AM St Mark’s Breakfast 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

6:30 PM AA, Missions Meeting, 

Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

10 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  1:00 PM Rachel Circle, Mary Fellowship 

  6:30 PM Moses 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

11 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

12 
DRT Hurricane Build Mission 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

17 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Moses 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir, Hope Support 

18 
9:00 AM Quilters 

2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

8:00 PM Al Anon 

19 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

24 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  6:30 PM Moses 

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

25 TRUNK OR TREAT 6-8pm 
  9:00 AM Quilters 

11:30 AM Son Seekers Lunch @ Acropoli 

  2:30 PM Golf Fellowship -  

               Largo Golf Course  

  6:00 PM Women Connect 

  8:00 PM Al Anon 

26 
8:00 AM Habitat for Humanity 

ai Chi QI Gong   

n Sews 

10:30 AM Pastors Study 

6:30 PM AA, Christian Beliefs 

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir 

31             Halloween 
  7:00 AM Lawn Crew 
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study   

  7:00 PM Praise Choir 

Mondays  

6:00 PM FX Vocals 

 

Tuesdays 

4:00 PM FX Yellow Dancers 

4:45 PM FX Orange Dancers 

5:45 PM FX Red Dancers 

Wednesdays 

4:00 PM Carol Choir (Age 4 - Kind) 

               Chimes    (1st - 2nd Grade) 

4:30 PM Kids Choir (1st - 5th Grade) 

5:30 PM Bells (3rd - 5th Grade) 

               Middle/High School Bible Study 

Thursdays 

6:30 PM Contemporary Band 



OPEN ENROLLMENT:  The Academy offers individual music lessons to children, youth and adults of all ages on piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, violin, and music theory.  Please register on-line at http://www.anona.com/academy or contact Di-
rector Sandy Ross at the above number/email.  All skill levels welcome.  We work with your schedule when possible.  

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS:  Lana Parinello (Piano-Ross); Kaeci Wagner (Guitar-Ross); Caleb Pope (Guitar-Ross) 

FALL LESSONS:  Academy Registration is always open.  Please consider adding music lessons to your or your stu-
dents’ Fall Schedule.  It has been scientifically proven that students who study music do better in all other subjects, and 
have increased focus and concentration skills.   

CHRISTMAS MUSIC:  All students have now received Christmas music.  We will have at least two performances during 
the Christmas season, so please make sure your student is practicing their Christmas music regularly. 

NEED FOR DONATED INSTRUMENTS:  The Academy is in need of donated electric guitars or keyboards, any size or 
style.  Amps and cords and music books also welcome.  Thank you. 

DONATIONS: Do you have an unused instrument taking up space or sheet music or books that you are not using?  The 
Academy gladly accepts donations of pianos, guitars, basses, violins, musical equipment, amplifiers, books and acces-
sories. Tax receipt given upon request. Thank you.  

MUSIC HISTORY:  Beethoven:  The bridge between the Classical and Romantic Eras in music history.  Ludwig van 
Beethoven was born in 1770 in Bonn, Germany into a musical family.  At age 12, he became the harpsichordist for the 
local court orchestra. At 17 he was given the opportunity to perform for Mozart, who was so impressed that he re-
marked that Beethoven would be famous some day.  His early works reflected the Classical elements of structure that 
he inherited from Mozart and Haydn.  His later works saw the appearance of characteristics of the Romantic era:  
strong dynamic contrasts, accidentals, and longer movements. 

727.422.9654            2081 Indian Rocks Road  Largo, FL 33774         anona.com/counseling 
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Wings Like Eagles 

October theme is: The Fall. The fallen human condition. What is resilience? How do we get up again? 
Haven’t we all faced a time when we wondered how – really – “how will I recover from this? How do I 
go on? Just by the mere fact that you have the memory, shows you have – in fact, gone on to recov-
ery, or are understandably still in recovery. May I, for a moment, validate you, acknowledge you, and 
comfort you as you temporarily remember the pain of your past? We all need validation. 

There are countless ways I have observed that people handle falling. It will never serve you well to 
worry about or compare yourself to others. I encourage you to keep your focus inward. As Jack says, 
“This sermon is not for your spouse or the person sitting next to you.” 

As a church, we’ll explore the perfectly normal times when each of us falls, and we’ll discuss ways to handle being resil-
ient in ways that are beneficial. Our faith is the foundation for strength. Strength is how we navigate emotional entangle-
ments. Strength requires fuel and rest. 

How have you been feeding yourself lately? Do you know that an imbalance in blood sugar can make you feel emotion-
ally unstable? It is triple important to nourish your body well during times of strife so you can manage emotionally. 

Are you sleeping well? Do you know your emotional center is not in your heart, but is managed by your brain? Resili-
ence and strength are made possible with a brain that has rested. 

Are your emotions bottled up? Not good. Yes, friends can help, but there are times when your situation may be eased 
with professional guidance. That’s why we, at the Anona Family Counseling Center are here for you, to help anytime 
you need us. 

“…those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on the wings like eagles, they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31. 
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Build: Oct 26, 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
   

Sign up at the Connection Desk or 
contact Dave Gerald: 365-2800 or 
dsgerald@hotmail.com. No con-

struction experience required. You 
are also welcome to invite a friend.  

Please support Missions at Anona United Methodist 
Church while you shop on Amazon.com it’s as easy 

as typing www.smile.amazon.com!  

CHANGE 4 CHANGE—Oct 13th! 
 

The "Change for Change" mission empowers our stu-
dents in countless ways.  A Student Ministry small 
group collect your spare change the 2nd Sunday of 
each month to support various of mission projects in 

our community & beyond. Thank you! 

Scary To Be Hungry  

October means SCARY to BE HUNGRY campaign is in full swing. Hunger is a mon-
ster most of us haven’t had to meet, but there are many who suffer daily.  

Every year RCS (our local food bank) serves 70,000 of our neighbors. Over half of 
these are senior citizens and children. That’s just in Pinellas County! The food given 
out is not a complete weeks-worth of groceries, however the food given will help sub-
sidize those calories to stretch over the week. So, it is important that we collect high 
protein soups, stews, peanut butter, canned meat and fish as well as canned fruit. 
We cannot except items in glass wear or any perishable food. The other helpful thing 
(since their client base grows daily) would be two smaller cans vs one large. Think 
BOGO or sale items over the next few weeks.  

Challenge yourself to bring in more than usual or extra protein or fruit this year! God 
requires that we love our neighbor, surely some extra groceries is the least we can 
do. We hope you will support the youth on Sunday October 20th as they collect and 
sort donations. They are the future of the Church and I am so excited to see their 
love and commitment to missions.  

So Anona, will you help us feed the ‘Hungry Monster’? Help us get the word out to 
our local Community, Doctors office, places of business? We cant do it without all of 
you, so thank you! 

Upcoming Mission—Sweet Dreams 

SWEET  DREAMS collection for The Children's Home is November.  Please bring your donations of NEW Twin size 
bedding in this month to one of the collection bins placed around the church.. 

We will deliver your Sweet Dreams gifts to FUMCH before Christmas.  Your FUMCH Kids love to snuggle in their new 
sheets and bedspreads while waiting for Santa's arrival!!! 

Disaster Recovery Serve Days 
 

Hurricane season is upon us and the Disaster  
Recovery Team helps local residents in need of home 

repairs who were impacted by previous storms.  
Upcoming dates are: 10/12 & 11/9.  

Sign up at anona.com/missionready. 

CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED 

Our trunk or treat event is on October 25
th
 we invite the community to visit our 

campus and have a safe place to let their kids collect treats. We need lots of 
trunks and even more ‘treats’. So please help family ministry with candy dona-
tions in October. Look for the black collection tubs around campus!  

mailto:dsgerald@hotmail.com


All are Welcome to Anona Book Club! 

October’s book will be discussed on October 27th at 6:30 PM. This I Believe: The Personal Philoso-
phies of Remarkable Men and Women. Edited by Jay Allison and Dan Gediman. 

“Based on the NPR series of the same name, This I Believe features eighty Americans―from the 
famous to the unknown―completing the thought that the book's title begins. Each piece compels 
readers to rethink not only how they have arrived at their own personal beliefs but also the extent to 
which they share them with others” (Amazon.com). 

Quoting “many renowned contributors―including Isabel Allende, Colin Powell, Gloria Steinem, Wil-
liam F. Buckley Jr., Penn Jillette, Bill Gates, and John Updike―the collection also contains essays 
by a Brooklyn lawyer; a part-time hospital clerk in Rehoboth, Massachusetts; a woman who sells 
yellow pages advertising in Fort Worth, Texas; and a man who serves on Rhode Island's parole 
board” (Amazon.com). 

“The result is a stirring and provocative trip inside the minds and hearts of a diverse group of people 
whose beliefs―and the incredibly varied ways in which they choose to express them―reveal the 
American spirit at its best” (Amazon.com). 

Look ahead-November’s book: The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani 

As always, our discussions are open to all Anona guests and members. Meetings are typically held the 4
th
 Sunday of 

the month at 6:30 PM in the Traditional Classroom.  Consider joining a fun group for friendly discussions and on-going 
learning.  Questions?  Contact Deanna Comingore, deannacom@att.net, for directions and details. 

FRIENDS IN FELLOWSHIP SMALL GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Women Connect—Last Friday of each month, 6-7pm 
A group for ALL women; whether you work in or outside the home, retired or just seeking new 
faith friends. We are a community of ladies coming together to get real about how we do faith, 
work and life.  Bring a friend and join us the last Friday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in room 110 as 
we enjoy growing in faith with book and bible studies, mission projects to share our faith. 
 

It’s Great To Be Grand (Grandparents Group)—Tuesdays at 10:30am 
This is a group of grandparents that come together for an hour each week to encourage and share moments of joy or 
concern with others grandparents who are active in their grandchildren’s lives. The group meets on Tuesday morning 
each week, 10:30-11:30, in the Anona UMC Youth Room—but is taking the summer off. All are welcome, this is not lim-
ited to church members so please feel free to bring a friend who could use this time to grow friendships and receive 
support and encouragement. 
 

Hands of Praise—Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
The Hands of Praise choir provides people with a visual opportunity to feel new depths in the messages of Contempo-
rary and Traditional songs during worship. The vision of Hands of Praise is three-fold: loving God by praising God with 
our hands; loving one another as we accept diversity within our church and the world; and serving others as we go into 
the community sharing the love of God through the songs. Our Scripture is taken from Psalm 63:4, “I will praise You as 
long as I live, and in Your Name I will lift up my hands.”  Contact Jackie Gerald, for more information. 
 

Sign Language Class—Tuesdays at 6pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn another language?  Well, now is your opportunity!  A new class of American Sign Lan-
guage started this year!  The instructors are Shayla and Nancy. They are so excited to offer a free class in a small 
group setting!  Are you interested in learning simple signs to communicate with those who are hard of hearing or deaf?  
Or perhaps you just want to learn to communicate with someone across the room!  Then this is the class for you!  It 
meets Tuesdays, 6 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 110.  For more information or to register call Shayla Bailey. 
 

T’ai Chi qi gong—Wednesdays at 9:30am in Worship Center  (beginning Oct 9) 
This mind-body practice has value in prevention or treating of various health problems. GET STARTED EVEN IF YOU 
ARE NOT IN SHAPE, LOW-IMPACT, SLOW MOTION EXERCISE. 
 

Mary Fellowship—2nd Thursday of each Month (will resume Oct 10) 
Summer recess is over and Mary Fellowship, an Anona small group, meets the second Thursday, October 10.  We al-
ways begin our meetings with prayer, followed by refreshments, Christian fellowship, and sharing our concerns.  We 
also contribute to “Women on the Way” at St Petersburg College. New recruits are always welcome.  Our meeting will 
be at the residence of Marie Krampert on Oct. 10. Contact Judy Crossman @ 727-595-6872 or kjcgram@yahoo.com. 
 

Sonseekers/Seasonal Residents (SSR’s) ) Welcome Back Gathering will be October 25. We will meet at 11:30 
a.m. at The Acropol Restaurant, 1170 Starkey Road, Largo, FL  33771 to renew friendships and make new ones.  Make 
your reservation on the signup sheet at The Connection Point.  Sonseekers is a small group who meet for fellowship 
and activities two times each month from October through March.  Questions, contact Ted Pinkerton 513-739-9796.  
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Anona UMW 
“Hearts and Hands in Service through Action” 

 
UMW circles meet regularly during the year. All women, Anona members or 

not, are welcome to join either of our circles. Please check the Anona 
Calendar for meeting dates and times when the Rachel Circle and Priscilla 
Circle meet. If you have questions or need more information, contact us at 

email address below. 
 

Anona gives us many opportunities to join other women in service.  Each 
month we will be highlighting some of these opportunities. This month we invite you to  

 
UMW’s Miracles Outreach project, Ditty Bags, and support for International Missions  

Anona’s Memorial Garden Landscaping Team (contact June Berry: juneberry1940@gmail.com) 
Sew N Sews Quilters or Sew Much Fun;  check calendar for dates and times  
Hands of Healing Thrift Store: a new mission with a variety of needs  Go to  

http://Handsofhealingmedicalmissions.com and click “Thrift Shoppe.”                              
 

Come back next month for more opportunities! 
 

 We are always accepting donations of items for Ditty Bags and for our Miracles Outreach girls. 
 Email us for a list of items needed and instructions on how to donate. 

 
If you have questions or need more information, send us an email:  AnonaUMW@gmail.com 

What a Hurricane Season so far:  Late getting started this year, but off with a 
bang with a class 5 hurricane named Dorian.  And the season doesn’t end officially 
until November 30.  Meanwhile, there is much a church like ours can do to ease the 
suffering and pain that lingers among communities affected by storms like Dorian.  
There is UMCOR’s relief efforts under Advance #982450 for the Bahamas and Ad-
vance #901670 for the US.  Donations to UMCOR can be placed through our church’s 
offering with these identities or mailed directly to UMCOR at 458 Ponce de Leon NE, 

Atlanta, GA 30308.  Or log into https://advance.umcor.org/projects.aspx?PIMPACT=0003#results to learn more about 
how to help.  Watch for announcements from Anona’s David Sills or Rev. Richard Landon.  Anona’s Disaster Recovery 
Team (DRT) coordinates 1 day local rebuild projects and has coordinated a 5 day mission that was completed in April in 
Panhandle of FL.  Men and women can sign up on the app, on the website: www.anona.com/missionready, or can email 
the DRT email: anona.disaster.recovery.team@gmail.com.  
 

Florida UMC Disaster Response and Recovery - Are you trained and certified to participate as a volunteer in 
disaster areas?  Watch for opportunities at this site: https://floridarestores.com/training. Next Early Response Team 
training at FL UMC Coral Springs on Saturday, October 5.    
 

Fresh Start Mentoring:  Fresh Start is expanding its mission of mentoring probationers to including homeless 
men and women seeking a fresh start in recovering from their homelessness and addictions holding them back.  The 
addition to Fresh Start’s scope of serving the community is called STARS and is supported by the Homeless Empower-
ment Program (HEP) of Clearwater and a host of other organizations and businesses working to help the homeless and 
ex-offenders on a path to finding jobs – an integral part of their recovery and rehabilitation. Fresh Start is in need of 
more mentors, men and women, to be trained to walk along side of these brothers and sisters on their path to recovery.   
Contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-8379 to learn more about these missions.  
 

The grass is still growing. Come out on Thursday mornings, 7AM, to pitch in with Anona’s Lawn Mowing Crew 
to mow lawns, edge and trim, clean up, have breakfast and give thanks for the work God has called them to do.  
 

Anona’s Monday Men’s Bible study on Monday evenings in Room 117 (east side of the Worship Center) at 7 – 8 
pm.  All men welcomed.  Wrapping up the Gospel of Mark and starting next….? Come and find out.    
 

Anona’s All Pro Dads Day is looking for more dads and men to join the APDD team four to six times a year at a 
local school between 7:30 and 8:30am. Contact Richard Landon at Richard@anona.com or call Richard at 727-595-
2581 ext. 243. Or learn more at https://www.allprodad.com/. Come see your children doing good things, becoming good 
people, helping others, etc. 
 

Other opportunities calling for men to serve Christ at Anona: Singing with the Anona Gospel Chordsmen+.     
Contact the church at 727-595-2581 ext. 237. For Fresh Start Probationer mentoring, contact Ian Lennox at 727-482-
8379. Inquire at the Connection Desk about Habitat for Humanity, Mission trips, and Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM).      
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Membership at Anona is about worshipping, growing, serving and living life together in community. We believe that dis-
cipleship is a life-long journey of self-examination and continuous growth, leading to a Christ-like life that serves others 
and furthers God’s Kingdom.  

Simply, does worship here connect you with God? Is this a place where you can grow spiritually? Finally, are you moved 
to make a difference in the world with a servant heart? There are no mandatory classes. There are no minimums in at-
tendance or giving. It is a community of the willing. Saying you want to be a member is like walking through the front 
door of a house you want to live in.  

Membership vows are usually “corporate” in nature where those wishing to join, come forward during worship and vow 
together with the witness and support of the congregation.  For those who do not want to be in front of people in such a 
public way, vows can be taken privately.  Some individuals and families prefer private baptism as well.  We are willing to 
do what is most comfortable for you as you make your commitment to Christ and Christ’s church. 

We invite our seasonal residents into Affiliate and Associate membership at Anona!  Affiliates are members of another 
United Methodist Church who wish to connect with the life, ministry, and watch-care of our congregation.  Associates 
are members of another Christian denomination who wish to connect with us while retaining their current denomination-
al affiliation. 

What is “Insight to Anona?” 

We offer “Insight to Anona” classes to those wishing to join or just seeking more information about our church. We meet 
for an informal time of getting to know each other, while learning more about Anona’s history, mission and culture.  Peo-
ple leave knowing more about our Bible study classes, book studies, small groups, mission partners and service oppor-
tunities, both inside and outside the walls of our church.  In summary, it helps you see where you want to get connected 
as we worship, grow, serve and live life together in Christ!  

Insight usually lasts 1-2 hours depending on the number of people and how we move through the tour. If those dates 
aren’t convenient, Sandy Drugash is happy to meet privately at a time that’s good for you.  Our next Insight to Anona is 
Wednesday, November 6th at 10:30am and Sunday, November 10th at 12:30pm in the Front Office (off of the 
Fellowship Area). Our next Membership Sunday will be November 24th. Sandy is looking forward to hearing from you!  
sandy@anona.com or phone 595-2581 x 228. 

16 

Join Us 



Birthdays 80
th

 and Above   
 
10/02 Marcia Dougherty 
  Betty Jane (BJ) Knox 
10/03 Bill Boll, Jr. 
  Ed Carpentieri 
10/05 Dick Bennett 
10/06 Jim Kirkman 
          Marilyn Phillips 
10/07 Helen Thompson 
10/08 Ted O’Brien 
10/09 Ray Goodwin 
10/13 Harold Martin 
  Barbara Stromberg 
10/15 Lurena Marsters 
10/17 Pat Juds 
10/18 Gene Gagne 
10/19 Pat Morrison 
10/20 Marion Coopwood 
  Joyce Garcia 
10/21 Liz Lee 
10/23 Char DiGennaro 
  Jean Lowe 
10/24 Shirley Robinson 
10/26 Betty Maloney 
10/27  Chris Jones 
10/30 Pat Baragry 
  Carolyn Fisher 
10/31 Bill Harper 
  Judith McLeod 

Emilia Bello 
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Anniversaries 25
th

 and Above 
 
10/01 John & Martha Winston 42 yrs. 
10/02 Bob & Sharron Rankine 38 yrs. 
 Rick & Alisa Rushing 26 yrs. 
10/03 Greg & Billie Jo Berry 27 yrs. 
 Tom & Marci Edminston 27 yrs. 
 Clyde & Melanie Pangburn 55 yrs.          
10/04 Charles & Kathryn Flowers 50 yrs. 
 Bill & Donna Hacker 50 yrs. 
 Fred & Linda Thompson 61 yrs. 
10/05    James & Melissa Wahl 34 yrs. 
10/06    Bill & Betty Beveridge 63 yrs.  
10/07 Larry & Susie Dunn 58 yrs. 
 John & Judy Potter 29 yrs. 
10/08 Bob & Margaret Hilleary 64 yrs. 
 Howard & Marianne Segal 25 yrs. 
10/09    Ken & Jean Weaver 65 yrs. 
10/11 Bob & Tracie Thompson 33 yrs. 
10/12 Bob & Betty Smuts 62 yrs. 
10/14 Ed & Donna Lewis 47 yrs. 
 Ron & Cathy Maniscalco 41 yrs. 
 Robert & Laura Scott 30 yrs. 
10/16 Tom Smoot & Terrie Skinner Smoot        27 yrs. 
 James (Pat) & Janet Wolff III 38 yrs. 
10/19    Glenn & Beth Young 28 yrs.  
10/20 Bob & Sara Linderman 29 yrs. 
 Sid & Sharon Mullins 30 yrs. 
10/21 Douglas & Dana McPherson 25 yrs. 
10/23 Marian Goodman & Margena Hinely      33 yrs. 
 Brad & Donna Rownd 43 yrs. 
 Leonard & Donna Strub 54 yrs. 
10/24 Ted & Audra Liswith 27 yrs.  
10/25 Tom & Ellen Rosser 67 yrs. 
10/26 Jim & Marilyn Quilico 51 yrs. 
10/27 Bob & Sheri Heilman, Jr. 40 yrs. 
 Joe & MaryAnn Illingworth 46 yrs. 
 Lee & Becky Schafer 35 yrs. 
10/28 Marc & Elizabeth Manning 41 yrs. 
 Richard & Lee Ann Stiles 30 yrs. 
10/31 Bob Buckham & Libby Buchholz 28 yrs. 
 Tom & Janice Thiede 46 yrs. 
 

Printed copies of the complete Birthday and Anniversary lists 
are available at the Connection desk. 

 
Please be in Prayer for: 
 
 
The Family of  Art Allwood, who joined in 1994. 
 
The Family of Ed Keif, who joined in 2012. 
 
The Family of Bob Brown, who joined in 2015. 
 
The Family of Mickey Wahl, who joined in 1994. 

Welcome our  
Newest Baptized Member! 



Which Way Lord? 

Caring for our Anona Congregation 
by Gary Thomas – Director of Pastoral Care; 585-2581 ext 225 

 
The Anona Memorial Garden was established to provide a final resting place for the cremated remains of church 
members.  The Garden allows for interment of ashes directly into the soil without containers, which means there is 
unlimited usage available. This is both ecologically sound as well as theologically appropriate.  A donation of $200 is 
recommended for those that wish this alternative to traditional burial, which includes a leaf on the Memorial Tree with 
a rose to signify your ashes have been placed in the Garden.  Forms are available in the church office.  Questions 
can be directed to Gary Thomas at the extension above or gary@anona.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Support Groups 
 

Hope - Cancer support group. Thursday, October 3 & 17, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Area. No matter where you are 

in your journey, we are here to help. Caregivers are also welcome. Contact Teresa Elder: eldergators@gmail.com; 

727-458-6843 or Joanie Pickens: johnjoanie74702@yahoo.com; 727-366-4106. 
 

Anona Family Life Counseling Center offers counseling and training services to individuals, couples and 

families for adults and adolescents for a fee.  Also available are therapy groups, personal growth groups, seminars, 

workshops and presentations on multiple topics.  Phone: 727.422.9654.  Website: www.anona.com/counselingcenter/ 

Join a Stephen Minister 
in the prayer room after 
Sunday Services 
or call 595-2581 x408 
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During this past summer, I attended the study, Which Way Lord, (Explaining Your Life's Purpose in the Journey's of Paul) by Rob 
Fuquay. One of the chapters, "Taking Stock,” caused me to really stop and consider how the past events of my life led to my "life 
story" and where I am today. It became very clear to me that I needed an understanding of how "my story" fits into God's bigger 
purpose. You see, the questions at the end of this chapter were quite poignant, so I put the pen to the paper and wrote down the 
answers to questions such as, "Who were the mentors who most influenced you and how?" Another was "what failures, regrets, 
heartaches or disappointments do you have? What do they say about your purpose?" I soon began to see a pattern, such as when 
there was a very negative occurrence in my life, who was there to help me and how did they help? 

I was soon reminded of the many people who had helped me on my journey and helped to edit, not write, "my story". I realized 
that in the midst of anger and deception, fear and heartaches, God was always with me in the form of teachers, mentors, neigh-
bors and friends who walked with me and provided guidance and encouragement along the way. Thanks to them, this class and its 
leaders (Steve and Maureen Livers and Pastor Gary ), and the Anona Church community, I am better prepared and open to God's 
purpose for my life. 

I am privileged to be a Stephen Minister, one who is trained to walk alongside, just as others 
have done for me within my life. I offer this prayer which was presented in the last video ses-
sion of the study, " Which Way Lord" by Rob Fuquay. 

Dear God, 
I believe you have a purpose for my life. I know I am fearfully and wonderfully made. More im-
portant than any work I do for you is the work you do in me. So, I offer you my life, since it be-
longs to you anyway. Help me to listen well so I can hear when you call. Help me discern so I 
can sense your leading. And help me follow so when you tell me where to go, I will have already 
said yes. Amen. 

 



Anona United Methodist Church 
A Multi-Site Community 

Phone: 727.595.2581  

     Website: www.anona.com  

 Fax: 727.593.7269 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM - 4PM 

Friday: 9AM - 2PM 

  Position E-mail Address Phone Ext. 

Pastors Jack Stephenson Senior Pastor jack@anona.com 224 

 Richard Landon Executive Minister richard@anona.com 243 

 Jeremy Herrington Worship Arts Minister jeremy@anona.com 236 

 Gary Thomas St. Mark’s Minister gary@anona.com 225 

Staff Jean Berry Office Admin Assistant jeanb@anona.com 288 

 Terry Collier Anona Christian Counselor terry@anona.com 727-463-6181 

 Sandy Drugash Dir of New Member Ministry sandy@anona.com 228 

 Jay Brooks Director of Traditional Worship jay@anona.com 222 

 Penny Kolba Admin Ass’t-Worship Arts penny@anona.com 237 

 Cory Osborne Outreach & Online Connections  cory@anona.com 292 

 Erin Padgett Director of Communications erin@anona.com 244 

 Marion Denton Dir of Anona Child Dev Ctr dentonm@anona.com 249 

 Jamie Sprecher Director of FX—Family Experience jamie@anona.com 230 

 Casey McKinney Student Ministry Director casey@anona.com 298 

 Alisa Rushing Church Administrator alisa@anona.com 229 

 Jackie Evans Director of Missions jackie@anona.com 409 

 Steve Livers Multi-site Facilities Manager steve@anona.com 227 

 Jonathan Dennison Director of Technological Arts jonathan@anona.com 226 

 Lesley Thompson Director of Online Technology lesley@anona.com 410 

Anona Sunday 
Worship Services 

   
  8:15am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 

  9:30am - Contemporary in Worship Center 

  9:30am - FX Family Service in Anona Theater 

11:10am - Traditional in Traditional Sanctuary 
 

*Nursery for 6 weeks old—Preschool children  

is available 9:15am-12:15pm 

Multi-Site Sunday 
Worship Services 

  
 

10:00 A.M. St. Mark’s Campus 
    6801 38th Ave N, St Petersburg 

 

3:00 P.M. Elmcroft of Pinecrest 
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo 
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Highlighted Dates!! 
 

Anona App 
Connect with our Free App 

Text Anona Now to 77977 for a direct link to your app store 
or search anona umc in your app store. 

 

Scary to be Hungry Food Drive—Oct. 20 
Bring in a bag full of pantry food items (non-breakable)  

on Sunday, Oct. 20 to benefit RCS food pantry and 
 to our Trunk or Treat event on Oct 25 

 

Trunk or Treat—Oct. 25, 6-8PM 

Church and Community Families are welcomed to our 

campus for a fun night of treats, games, and more! 
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